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mr. AUSTER’S elegant,
FINELY-CALIBRATED    The Book of Illusions    IS A HAUNTING FEAT OF

INTELLECTUAL GAMESMANSHIP…. HECTOR IS AN INSPIRED CREATION.

    SIX MONTHS AFTER LOSING 

 his wife and two young sons in 

an airplane crash, Vermont professor  

David Zimmer finds himself embarking on a 

journey around the world to research a book on a mys-

terious silent film comedian, who vanished from sight in 

1929 and has been presumed dead for sixty years.

PAUL AUSTER’S PREVIOUS NOVEL, TIMBUKTU, WAS A NATION-

AL bestseller, as was I Thought My Father Was God, the NPR  

National Story Project anthology, which he edited. He lives in 

Brooklyn, New York. The Book of Illusions is his tenth novel. 

THE NATIONAL 
BESTSELLER

A New York Times 
Notable Book

AN ALA BOOK  
OF THE YEAR

  THE NEW YORK TIMES

THROUGH ALL ITS DARK AND  

delightful twists and turns, The 

Book of Illusions is suffused with 

warmth and illuminated by its 

narrator’s hard-won wisdom. This 

artful and elegant novel may be 

Auster’s best ever.

— PETER CAREY

with virtuosic brilliance, which 

Auster finally brings safely to Earth 

with a very human simplicity. 

— LOS ANGELES TIMES
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“a NEARLY 
flawless WORK”

— SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

“lushly IMAGINED… 
deeply PLEASURABLE”

— CHICAGO TRIBUNE

AN OLDER AND WISER AUSTER HAS   

added a new ingredient to the 

metaphysical play and deft sto-

rytelling, a sadness that colors all 

illusion, that creates a stunningly 

moving and very real portrait of a 

man over-marked by death.... It is 

a story of unspeakable grief told 


